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St.  Neots  Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  YEAR  ENDED  3  1st  DECEMBER,  1937. 

BY 

EDWARD  J.  CROSS.  M.D..  D.P.H.. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Mr.  Chairmaii  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg"  to  submit  my  Annual  Ueport  on  the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary 
Gircumistances  in  your  District  for  the  year  ending’  31st  December,  1937. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  J.  CROSS,  M.O.H. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

AREA  (in  acres). — 52,559. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937)  according  to  the  Rate  Book 
is  2,087. 

Rateable  value  is  £22,085. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  is  £88. 

The  district  is  entirely  agricultural.  The  population  is  declining,  in 
1881  it  was  9,160,  in  1891  it  was  8,180,  in  1901  it  was  7,239.  in  1911  it 
was  7,227,  in  1921  it  wms  6,886,  in  1931  only  6,386. 

The  Register  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  popiilation  for  1937  is 
6,499. 

UNEMPLOYMENT. — The  Superintendent  of  the  St.  Neots  Branch 
Employment  Office  informs  me  that  for  the  week  ending  3rd  January, 
1938,  there  were  in  the  St.  Neots  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  140  males  and 
30  females  on  his  unemployment  list. 
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VILLAGES  INCLUDED  IN  THE  AREA:— 


Abbotsley 

Population  1921. 
321 

Population  1931. 
263 

Buckden 

998 

1037 

Catworth 

384 

318 

Covington 

1(9 

82 

Diddington 

175 

172 

Eynesbury  Hardwicke 

139 

139 

Grafham 

201 

200 

Great  Gransden 

458 

395 

Great  Paxton 

306 

292 

Great  Staughton 

685 

651 

Hail  Weston 

265 

236 

Kimbolton 

902  (School  Term)  699 

Little  Paxton 

210 

229 

Midloe 

33 

40 

Offord  Cluny 

205 

217 

Offord  D’Arcy 

293 

291 

St.  Neots  Rural 

90 

68 

Southoe 

214 

211 

Stow 

90 

90 

Tetworth 

159 

131 

Til  brook 

192 

202 

Toseland 

138 

145 

Waresley 

183 

167 

Yelling 

225 

193 

LIVE  BIRTHS. ^ — Male  41  (illegitimate  1),  Female  39  (illegitimate  3), 
total  80,  The  district  birth  rate  L  therefore  13.8.  For  England  and 
Wales  it  was  14.9. 

STILL  BIRTHS. — 4  were  recorded  (1  male  and  3  female). 

DEATHS. — The  total  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  88  (male  53  and 
female  35).  The  crude  death  rate  is  therefore  13.8  per  1,000.  The 
corrected  death  rate  is  10.1  (the  comparibility  factor  being  0.75). 

For  England  and  Wales  the  death  rate  was  12.4. 

No  deaths  were  attributed  to  Whooping  Gough  or  Measles  or  to 
Diarrhoea. 

No  deaths  were  attributed  to  puerperal  causes. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH:— 

Male.  Female. 

Cancer  9  1 

Non-Pulmonary  Tubercle  1  1 

Pulmonary  Tubercle  2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  -  1 

Influenza  2  2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  1 

Peptic  Ulcer  1  1 

Other  Respiratory  1 

Pneumonia  3  1 

Bronchitis  4  3 

Circulatory  4  5 

Heart  13  5 

Cerebral  Hsemorrhage  -  4 

Diabetes  -  2 

Ill  Deflned  2  0 

Other  Defined  4  6 

Violence  3 

Senility  1  1 

Premature  Birth  1 

Nephritis  1 

Digestive  -  2 

Total  53  35 
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General  Provision  of  the  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

Medical  Ofiieer  of  Health — E.  J.  Crosei,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  Tel.  St.  Neots  68, 

Sanitary  Inspector — W.  Bruce.  Tel.  St.  Neot©  101. 

Water  Engineer — I).  W.  Beddow.  Tel.  Buckden  82.  • 

Meat  Inspectors — J.  Bishop  Young,  F.R.C.V.S.,  F.R.S.I.  (Tel.  St.  Neots 
32);  Mr.  R.  Stokoe,  M.R.C.V.S.  (Tel.  Kimbolton  15). 

Public  Analyst — S.  Greenberg,  F.I.O.,  F.C.S.  Tel.  Cambridge  2097. 

All  are  part  time  with  the  exception  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Engineer. 

Mr.  Bishop  Young’s  district  fomn’’i"’es  Great  Paxton,  Toseland,  Yelling, 
The  Offords,  Great  Gransden,  Abbots!  ey,  Southoe  and  Buckden.  Mr. 
Stokoe’s:  Catworth,  Kimbolton,  Stow,  Great  Staughton,  Hillington  and 
Til  brook. 

The  Clerk  to  the  Council  is  Mr.  John  Enaals,  New  Street,  St.  Neots. 
Tel.  St.  Neots  34. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES.— Sputum,  swabs,  blood,  etc.,  are  sent  to 
the  Clinical  Research  Association  or  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  at  the  discretion  of  the  doctor  in  attendance,  and  the  bill  is  paid 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

Milk  samnles  are  taken  each  quarter  and  sent  to  the  School  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  Cambridge. 

Water  and  Foodstuffs  are  sent  to  the  County  Analyst  when  considered 
necessary . 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — An  ambulance  wagon  is  kept  at  Wyton 
and  can  be  used  when  required.  Tel,  Huntingdon  67. 

A  charge  of  6d.  per  mile,  with  a  minimum  charge  of  5s.,  is  made  for 
its  use. 

Except  in  casies  of  emergency,  requests  for  the  use  of  the  Ambulance 
should  be  made  through  or  at  the  direction  of  a  Medical  Practitioner. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 

This  is  held  at  Gazeley  House,  Huntingdon,  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Tues¬ 
days  in  each  month  at  11  a.m.  and  at  Peterborough  Hospital  on  the 
same  days  at  2  p.m. 

Another  Orthoomdic  Clinic  is  held  in  St.  Neots.  Dr.  Roderick,  O.B.E., 
attends  on  the  4th  Thursday  in  each  month  at  11  a.m. 

The  St.  Neots  U.D.C.'-  have  placed  their  Council  Chamber  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Cambs.  and  Hunts.  B.R.C.  Societies  and  also  supply  fuel 
and  light  on  these  days.  The  St.  Neots  R.D.C.  makes  a  grant  of  £5 
each  year  to  this  very  useful  Clini^,  which  is  run  as  an  extension  from 
Addenbrooke’s .  The  St.  Neots  (Hunts.  20)  V.A.D.  renders  invaluable 
assistance.  The  “After  Care  Sister”  is  Miss  Chisholm.  Last  year  11 
patients  from  the  R.D.C.  attended. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

This  is  carried  on  in  the  St.  Neots  Red  Cross  Room  under  the 
auspices  of  the_  H.C.C.  The  Assistant  County  M.O.H.  attends  on  the 
first  Thursday  in  each  month.  Here  again  the  Hunts.  20  V.A.D.  are 
invaluable. 

MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACT,  1930. 

Dr.  McDiarmid,  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Three  Counties 
Mental  Hospital,  _  attends  at  Gazeley  House,  Huntingdon,  on  the  1st  and 
3rd  Wednesdays  in  each  month  at  2  p.m. 

HOSPITALS. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  for  Small  Pox  Patients  is  now  administered  by 
the  H.C.C. 
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Instruction  to  Doctors  on  Seeing  a  Case  of  Smallpox 

When  a  Doctor  has  a  cajse  of  suspected  or  defiiute  Smallpox,  he  should 
ring  up  the  County  Medical  Officer  at  once,  and  if,  for  any  reason,  no 
reply  is  received,  the  call  should  be  transferred  to  Wyton  Sanatorium. 

The  Small^x  ^  Hospital  at  Stonely,  which  is  under  the  Huntingdonshiro 
County  Council,  is  partially  equipped,  but  the  necessary  bedding,  etc.,  is 
being  kept  in  dry  storage  and  is  available  at  any  moment.  On  receipt  of 
the  messa^  that  the  Hospital  is  likely  to  be  required,  the  County  M'^ieal 
Officer  will  impiediately  make  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  the 
patient. 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  can  be  sent  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  Huntingdon  (Tel.  Huntingdon  59). 

Accidents  and  eases  of  severe  non -infectious  disease  can  be  sent  to 
the  County  Hospital  (Tel.  Huntingdon  89). 

TUBERCULOSIS  CLINIC. 

This  is  held  at  Huntingdon^  on  Mondays  between  the  hours  of  10  a.m. 
and  1  p.m.  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

This  is  treated  at  Addenbrooke’s.  Times  of  attendance:  Men — Tuesdays 
4  p.m.  and  Thursdays  at  8  p.m.;  Women — Tuesdays  3  p.m.  and  Thursdays 
7  p.m. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

A  Nurse  residing  at  Great  Staughton  (Tel.  Kimbolton  271)  attends  cases 
in  Kimbolton,  Great  Staughton,  Grafham,  Perry,  Tilbrook,  Dillington  and 
Hail  Weston. 

A  Nurse  residing  at  Eltisley  (Tel.  Croxton  10)  attends  in  Great  Paxton, 
The  Otfords,  Toseland,  Yelling,  Great  Gransdea,  Waresley  and  Abbotsley. 

A  Nurse  residing  at  Brampton  attends  in  Buckden  and  Diddington 
(Tel.  Huntingdon  336). 

Little  Paxton  and  Southoe  are  attended  by  a  Nurse  living  in  St.  Neots 
(Tel.  St.  Neots  214  and  215). 

Catworth  and  Covington  (Tel.  Bythorn  217). 

All  these  Nurses  are  provided  with  motor  cars. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer,  Mr.  D.  W.  Beddow,  for  the  following 
report  on  the  water  supply:  — 

(1)  KIMBOLTON  REGIONAL  WATER  SCHEME. 

The  water  for  this  echeme  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  the  Raunds 
Urban  District  Council. 

The  villages  of  Covington,  Tilbrook,  Catworth  and  Kimbolton  with 
Stonely  are  supplied  from  this  source. 

Water  has  been  supplied  to  the  CounciPs  own  property  within  this 
area  during  the  past  twelve  montlie  by  means^  of  common  stand-pipes, 
but  following  a  recent  resolution  by  the  Council,  water  is  now  supplied 
to  each^  house  separately  by  means  of  a  tap  fixed  over  the  sink.  Tlie 
stand-pipes  are  being  dismantled. 

The  villages  of  Covington,  Tilbrook  and  Catworth  are  being  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  small  emergency  fire-fighting  outfit  consisting  of  a  wooden 
case  containing  a  stand-pipe  to  fit  the  main  hydrants,  two  75  ft.  lengths 
of  canvas  fire  hose,  hydrant  key  and  hanchpipe  or  jet.  Kimbolton  and 
Stonely  are  provided  for  by  Kimbolton  Fire  Brigade. 

Water  is  supplied  for  domestic  purposes,  the  charges  being  based 
upon  the  rateable  value^  of  _  the  pioperty  supplied,  and  for  farm,  school 
and  school  house  (dormitories)  supplies  the  charges  are  based  on  meter 
readings  taken  quarterly. 

This  scheme  has  w'orked  quite  siatisfactorily  during  the  past  year. 
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(2)  GREAT  STAUGHTON  WATER  SCHEME. 

The  water  for  this  eeheine  is  collected  by  means  of  collecting  drains 
and  No.  3  wells,  and  efored  in  a  reinforced  concrete  underground 
reservoir  eituated  in  the  Council’s  own  collecting  ground  at  Staughton 
Moor. 

The  village  of  Great  Staughton  is  supplied  _  by  gravity  from  this 
source,  and  a  email  electrically-operated  automatic  booster  plant  pumps 
the  supply  of  water  to  Dillington  and  East  and  West  Perry. 

This  echeme  has  recently  been  completed  and  appears  to  be  work¬ 
ing  quite  satiefaetorily. 

There  is  an  abundant  supply  of  water  at  the  source,  and  samples 
which  have  bwn  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  Cambridge,  have 
shewn  very  satisfactory  results. 

Water  where  supplied  for  domestic  purposes  is  charged  for  on 
the  rateable  value  of  the  property  supplied.  Farms  in  this  district 
are  supplied  with  water  for  milk  cooling  only,  a  fixed  annual  charge 
being  made  for  such  supplies. 

If  the  quantity  of  water  available  at  ^  the  source  proves  after  a 
year’s  best  period  to  be  more  than  is  required  for  domestic  uses  it  is 
intended  bo  allow  farmers  and  stock-keepers  to  take  supplies  for  cattle 
and  general  farm  purposes. 

The  existing  Council  Houses  and  the  new  Council  Houses  are  supplied 
with  separate  connections,  and  there  are  no  public  stand-pipes  on  this 
scheme. 


(3)  GREAT  PAXTON  WATER  SCHEME. 

This  scheme,  which  has  been  at  work  for  a  considerable  number  of 
years,  continues  satisfactorily.  During  the  past  year  it  has  been 
necessary  to  carry  out  some  minor  repairs  to  _  the  pumping  plant, 
nam'^y,  fitting  new  cylinder  lever  to  the  engine,  and  new  metial 
bearings^  to  the  main  shaft  and  countershaft,  on  the  pump,  and  on 
the  advice  of  the  National  Boiler  Insurance  Company’s  ^  Engineering 
Inspector  lock-nuts  have  been  fitted  to  all  the  shaft  bearings.  These 
repairs  have  been  done  by  Messrs.  Ibbett,  engineers,  St.  Neots.  Tlie 
pumping  plant  on  this  scheme  is  in  the  care  of  a  part-time  attendant, 
Edwards,  who  has  carried  out  his  duties  well.  Public  stand-pipes  are 
in  use  in  this  village,  but  the  new  Council  Houses  and  6  erected  under 
the  1924  Act  have  water  laid  on. 

(4)  ABBOTSLEY  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  in  this  village  is  the  surplus  water  from  a  privately 
owned  supply,  the  water  being  collected  and  stored  in  a  small  reservoir 
situated  in  Tetworth.  The  village  is  supplied  by  gravitation,  but  the 
amount  of  water  available  is  not  at  all  times  sufficient  for  the  require¬ 
ments  in  this  village.  The  houses  in  the  high  part  of  the  villagiei# 
particularly  the  Vicarage  and  the  public  stand-pipeS'  adjacent,  have 
intermittent  supply  only.  Some  extensions  have  been  carried  out 
during  the  past  year,  namely,  to  Messrs.  Goddard  Bros.’  house  and 
bungalow  and  connections  to  the  new  Council  Houses.  To  comply 
with  the  Council’s  recent  resolution,  the  existing  Council  Houses  are  to 
have  separate  connections  and  tap  fixed  over  each  sink.  Public  stand¬ 
pipes  are  in  usie  in  this  village,  these  have  been  recently  overhauled, 
protected  against  frost,  and  painted.  In  order  that  everyone  may  have 
a  share  of  the  small  quantity  of  water  which  comes  into  this  village, 
it  is  essential  that  none  should  be  wasted,  particularly  in  drought 
periods. 

r  _  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  village  will  be  more  satisftactorily 
supplied  with  water  if  the  mains  on  the  Great  Gransden  (proposed) 
Water  Scheme  are  extended  to  this  village  and  the  privately  owned 
supply  dUcontinued. 

GENERAL. 

Schemes  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  following  villages  are  in 
course  of  preparation,  viz.: — 

Buckden  and  Grafham,  where  the  scheme  is  to  be  a  joint  one  with 
Brampton  (Huntingdon  Rural  District  Council). 
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Great  Gransden,  where  the  water  is  to  be  purchased  in  bulk  from 
the  South  Cambridgeshire  Rural  District  Gouncil. 

The  Consulting  Engineers  who  have  these  sehemes  in  band  are  Messrs. 
Pick,  Everard,  Keay  and  Gims<on,  Civil  Engineers,  6  Millstone  Lane, 
Leicester. 

KIMBOLTON  SEWERAGE  SCHEME. 

In  March,  the  pumping  installation  (gas  engine  and  horizontal 
pump)  was  completely  overhauled  and  put  into  good  working  order. 

At  the  same  time  the  two  underground  sedimentation  tanks  and 
pumping  sump  were  pumped  empty  of  all  liquids,  all  the  sludge  removed 
from  them  and  thoroughly  cleaned  out. 

The  !^gineer  and  Manager  of  Kimbolton  Gas  Works  was  engaged 
as  part-time  attendant  to  look  to  the  gas  engine  and  pump,  and  this 
scheme,  although  very  antiquated,  has  worked  fairly  satisfactory 
during  the  year,  and  I  have  received  no  further  complaints  of  stench. 

The  coarse  vegetation  which  grow®  on  the  irrigation  area  has  twice 
been  mown  and  burnt. 

Yours  obediently, 

David  W.  Beddow, 

Engineer, 

Perry  Road,  Buckden. 

’Phone:  Buckden  82. 


COUNTY  ANALYST’S  REPORT  ON  GREAT  STAUGHTON  WATER. 

COLLECTING  TANK. 

Physical  Characters — Slight  deposit,  faint  turbidity,  odourless. 

Reaction — P.H.  7.5. 

Total  solid  matter — 67.6  parts'  per  100,000. 

Chlorine — 2.95  parts  iier  100,000. 

Ammonia  (Ftee  and  Saline) — 0.0020  parts  per  100,000. 

Ammonia  (Albuminoid) — 0.0084  parts  per  100,000. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hours  at  37  deg.  C — 0.0355  parts  per  100,000. 
Nitrates  (expressed  as  Nitrogen) — 0.05. 

Nitrites — Absent . 

Poisonous  Metals — Absent. 

Acidity  (CO  2) — 2.7. 

Bacteriological  Examination — 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  100  mis. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at  37  deg.  C — Nil. 
Ditto  at  21  C— 25. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Deposit — 

Mainly  mineral  matter  and  a  little  organic  debris. 

Hardness — 

23.00  degress  (English).  Total — Permanent  5.80;  Temporary  17.20. 
Action  on  Metals — 

Slight  positive  action  on  cast  iron  in  6  hours  at  12-15  deg.  C. 

No  action  on  zinc  in  3  days  at  12-15  C. 

No  action  on  copper  in  3  days  at  12-15  C. 

No  action  on  lead  in  3  days  at  12-15  C. 

Inference — 

The  results  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this  sample  indicates  a  water 
very  slightly  contaminated  with  organic  matter  which,  however,  does 
not  appear  to  be  of  a  harmful  nature.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this 
water  is  safe  for  drinking  purposes. 

S.  Greenberg,  Public  Analyst. 


COUNTY  ANALYST’S  REPORT  ON  GREAT  STAUGHTON  WATER. 

MAINS. 

Physical  characters — Very  slight  deposit,  very  faint  turbidity,  odourless. 
Reaction — P.H.  7.5. 

Total  siolid  matter — 70.1  parts  per  100,000. 

Chlorine — 2.95  parts  per  100,000. 

Ammonia  (Free  and  Saline) — Absent. 

Ammonia  (Albuminoid) — 0.0028  parts  per  100,000. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hours  at  37  deg.  C — 0.0242  parts  per  100,000. 
Nitrates  (expressed  as  Nitrogen) — 0.02. 

Nitrites — Absent . 

Poisonous  Metals — Absent. 

.  Acidity  (  CO  2  ) — 2 . 5 . 

Bacteriological  Examination — 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  100  mis. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at  37  deg.  C — Nil. 
Ditto  at  21  C— 2. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Deposit — 

Mainly  mineral  matter. 

Plardness — 

Total  23.00  deg.  (English);  Permanent  5.75  deg.;  Temporary  17.25  deg. 
Action  on  Metals — 

Slight  positive  action  on  cast  iron  in  6  hours  at  12-15  deg.  C. 

No  action  on  zinc  in  3  days  at  12-15  C. 

No  action  on  copper  in  3  days  at  12-15  C. 

No  action  on  lead  in  3  days  at  12-15  C. 

Inference — 

The  results  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this  sample  do  not  show  any 
evidence  of  pollution.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  water  is  fit  for 
drinking  purposes . 

S.  Greenberg,  Public  Analyst. 

20th  April,  1937. 

EXAMINATION  OF  A  SAMPLE  OF  DRINKING  WATER 
FROM  MR.  FOULD’S,  DILLINGTON. 

Source  and  risik  of  pollution — Delivered  by  cart  from  Buckden. 

Colour  in  Gin.  column — Clear  and  bright. 

Odour — None  detected. 

Free  ammonia — No  evident  trace. 

Chlorine — About  3  parts  per  100,000. 

Nitrites — None  present. 

Nitrates — About  0.1  part  per  100,000. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  min.  at  100  C — Less  than  0.10  part  per  100,000. 
Inference — A  very  good  water. 

3rd  August,  1937. 

EXAMINATION  OF  A  SAMPLE  OP  DRINKING  WATER 
FROM  COUNCIL  COTTAGES,  GRAPHAM. 

Source  and  risk  of  pollution — A  shallow  well  dug  in  the  garden  about  20  ft. 
from  the  house. 

Colour — Clear  and  bright,  no  turbidity. 

Odour — None  detected.  It  is  said  that  there  is  sometimes  a  smell  like  bad 
eggs  in  the  first  pailful  which  is  pumped.  ^ 

Reaction — Faintly  alkaline,  P.H.  about  8. 

Free  ammonia — No  evident  trace. 

Chlorine — About  3  parts  per  100,000. 

Nitrites — Absent . 

Nitrates — Mere  trace,  under  0.1  part  per  100,000. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  mi.i.  at  100  deg.  C — More  than  0.4  per  100,000. 
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Inference — The  smell  is  not  uncommon  in  water  drawn  from  clay.  Althaug-h 
the  amount  of  oxygen  absorbed  high,  I  am  inclined  to  regard  this 
water  as  safe  for  domestic  use.  The  users  have  acquired  the  custom  of 
always  boiling  the  water  before  drinking  it  and  I  have  advis^ed  them 
to  continue  to  do  so  because  I  always  mistrust  shallow  wells. 


15th  August,  1937. 

EXAMINATION  OF  A  SAMPLE  OF  DPINKTNG  WATER 
FROM  MODEL  FARM  COTTAGES,  GRAFHAM. 

Colour  in  6  in.  column — Faint  yellow  tint. 

Odour — None  detected. 

S-ouree — A  shallow  well  which  receives  the  roof  water. 

Free  ammonia — Trace . 

Chlorine — About  18  parts  per  100,000  (normal  for  district  is  about  6  parts 
per  100,000).  Equivalent  of  common  salt — About  30  per  100,000. 
Nitrites — None  detected. 

Nitrates — About  2  parts  per  100,000. 

Oxygen  absorbed  at  100  deg.  C.  in  15  min. — More  than  0.7  parts  per 

100,000. 

Inference — The  excessive  amounts  of  chlorine,  nitrates  and  oxygen  absorbed 
make  me  regard  this  water  as  dangerous. 

A  case  of  Diphtheria  (imported)  occurred  here  on  9-8-37. 


25th  August,  1937. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  FROM  COUNCIL 

COTTAGES,  GRAFHAM. 

Bacteriological  Laboratory, 

Cambridge. 

Specimen  received  16-8-37. 

Bacterial  count  per  1  cc.  volume  at  37  deg.  C. — 3340  organisms;  ditto  at 
22  deg.  C. — 9830  organisms. 

Coliform  bacilli  (two  varieties)  were  found  in  0.5  cc.  voL,  but  not  in 
lesser  amounts.  One  variety  gave  the  characteristic  reaction  of  B.  Coli 
Anaerogenis,  the  other  fermented  lactose  but  slowly  and  had  no  action 
upon  saccharose. 

Neither  the  original  mixed  primary  cultures  nor  purified  subcultures  pro¬ 
duced  an  offensive  smell  after  seven  days’  iu'^ubation  at  37  deg.  C. 

No  member  of  the  typhoid,  dysentery  group  of  bacilli  was  found  in  the 
sample. 

(Signed)  W.  Henwood  Harvey. 


22nd  December,  1937. 

EXAMINATION  OF  A  SAMPLE  OF  DRINKING  WATER 
FROM  MODEL  FARM  COTTAGES,  GRAFHAM. 

Previous  Report  15th  August,  1937. 

Source  and  risk  of  pollution — Shallow  well  in  garden.  Mostly  roof  water 
which  has  been  filtered  through  gravel  filter. 

Colour  in  6  in.  column — Clear  and  bright.  No  turbidity. 

Odour — None  detected. 

Reaction — Faintly  alkaline,  P.H.  7.6. 

Free  ammonia — No  evident  trace. 

Chlorine — About  7  parts  per  100,000  (normal  for  the  district). 

Nitrites — No  evident  trace. 

Nitrates— About  0.1  part  per  100,000. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  min.  at  100  deg.  C. — About  0.5  parts  per  100,000. 

Inference-;— Til  is  water  is  considerably  better  than  when  last  examined. 
I  believe  that  it  is  now  safe  for  all  domestic  purpos.es,  but  I  do  not 
like  shallow  wells. 
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21st  January,  1938. 

EXAMINATION  OF  A  SAMPLE  OF  WATER. 

PUBLIC  SUPPLY,  ABBOTSLEY. 

Source — Stand-pipe  near  the  “Red  Lion.” 

Colour  in  6  in.  column — Clear  and  bright.  No  turbidity. 

Odour — None  detected. 

Reaction — Faintly  Alkaline,  P.H.  6.5. 

Free  ammonia — None  detected. 

Chlorine — About  3  parts  per  100,000. 

Nitrites' — Nil . 

Nitrates — About  0.1  part  per  100,000. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  min.  at  100  deg.  C. — About  0.05  parts  per  100,000. 
Inference — A  very  good  water. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Improvements  have  b'een  effected  at  Buckden,  Oatworth,  Great  Paxton, 
Great  Staughton,  Perry,  Southoe,  Stonely,  Toseland,  Hail  Weston  and  Kim- 
bolton . 

The  sewerage  works  at  Kimbolton  are  now  working  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

The  Council  Cottages  at  Southoe  have  been  drained  (vide  report  for 
1896). 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  residents  still  continue  the  pernicious  practioe  of^  throwing  old 
boots,  cycle  tyres  and  garbage  into  the  streams  and  ditches  in  spite  of  the 
warning  notices  displayed  by  the  Council. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Dry  house  refuse  is  collected  in  carts. 

Refuse  from  earth  closets  and  privies  is  collected  at  night  in  closed 
carts. 

Dry  house  refuse  is  burnt  or  put  on  dumps. 

Refuse  from  earth  closets  and  privies  is  disposed  of  by  ploughing  it 
into  the  land,  or,  in  isolated  cottages-,  burying  it  m  the  g'ardens. 

I  do  not  consider  the  latter  to  be  a  eafe  method  of  procedure.  The 
gardens  are  too  email  and  often  contain  a  shallow  well. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  w'ater  supply  is  fairly  satisfactory,  also  the  sanitary  arrangements. 
The  memorandum  on  Closure  and  Exclusion  from  School  (1927)  is  con- 
scientiouisly  administered. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


Total  number  of  inspections  made  ...  1838 

Total  number  of  notices  served  ...  203 

Total  number  of  complaints  received  ...  25 

Pool,  ditch,  gutter,  watercourse 

Number  inspected  ...  62 

Nuisances  abated  ...  28 

Animals  improperly  kept 

Number  inspected  ...  2 

Nuisances  abated  ...  2 

Privy,  urinal,  cesspool,  ashpit 

Number  inspected  ...  310 

Nuisances  abated  ...  14 

Drain,  drain-taps,  etc.,  etc. 

Number  inspected  ...  410 

Nui.ances  abated  ... 
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Housie,  or  part  tliereof,  overcrowded 

Number  inspected  ...  6 

Offensive  accumulations  ’ 

Number  inspected  ...  2 

Nuisances  abated  ...  2 

Slaughter  houses 

Number  licensed  or  registered  ...  13 

Number  of  inspections  ...  58 

Public  Health  Act,  1875 

Number  cleaned  and  Imiewashed  ...  1 

Infectious  diseases 

Houses  affected  with  ...  10 

Number  of  inspections  ...  32 

Houses  disinfected  ...  10 

Schools 

Disinfectant  used  ...  Formalin 

Privy  middens 

Number  converted  to  nails  ...  4 

Number  converted  to  W.Cds  ...  2 

and  New  Houses 

Pail  or  earth  closets 

Number  converted  to  W.C/s  ...  3 

Water  closets  ^ 

New  provided  ...  3 

Ashbine 

New  provided  ...  1 

Water  supply 

Wells  cleansed,  repaired,  etc.  ...  8 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

Workshops 

Total  number  on  regNter  (including  bakehouses)  18 

Number  in  whjch  nuisances  abated  ...  5 

Bakehouses 

Number  on  register  ^  ...  12 

Number  in  which  nuisance  abated  ...  5 

W.  Bruce,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders. 

Dairymen,  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  (Milk  Sellers) — 

Number  in  district  ...  65 

Number  Registered  ...  65 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Premises  ...  230 

Number  of  Inspections  dui’ing  Milking  Time  ...  27 

Number  of  Premises  requiring  Whitewashing,  Cleansing, 

etc .  ...  1 1 

Number  in  which  requirements  of  Sanitary  Authority 

were  carried  out  ...  11 

Number  of  Premises  requiring  Structural  or  Sanitary 

Improvements  ...  12 

Number  in  which  requirements  of  Sanitary  Authority 

were  carried  out  ...  12 

W.  Bruce,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Any  development  during  1937  ? — Gi’eat  Paxton,  Great  Sbaughton,  Perry, 
To'Seland,  Catworth,  Buckclen,  Soutlioe,  Stonely,  Hail  Weston. 

Developments  still  needed — Kimbolton. 

Any  inadequacy  of  Sewage  Dispor-al  Works  or  complaints  as  to  smells  ?  — 
Kimbolton. 
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SCAVENGING. 

How  is  Eefiise  disposed  of,  Tips  ? — Yes. 

NUISANCE  INSPECTION. 

Total  mimber  of  Inspections  made  in  1937 — 1838. 
Informal  Notices  served — 203. 

Complied  with — 203 . 

Statutory  Notices  Served — Nil. 

Complied  with — Nil. 


Housing. 

1 . — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects — 130. 
Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose — 253. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  housee  which  were  insi)ect6d  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Eegs.,  1925—65. 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose — 97. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  danger¬ 

ous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion — 36. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-head)  found  to  be  not  in  all  riespects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  human  habitation — 27. 


2. — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  L.A.  or  their  officers — 27. 


3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  notices  were  served  re¬ 
quiring  repairs — 26. 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied — 9. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice — 

By  owners^ — 9. 

By  L.A.  in  default  of  owners — Nil. 

Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  H.A.,  1936 — 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made — 36  (3ist  March,  1938). 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demoli¬ 
tion  Orders — 36. 


Position  at  31st  March,  1937: — 

Houses  which  have  been  demolished 
Houses  which  have  been  made  fit 
Housies  which  have  been  put  out  of  use 
Houses  not  accounted  for  but  in  respect  of  which 
no  further  action  is  required 

Position  at  31st  March,  1938: —  , 

Houses  which  have  been  demolished 
Houses  which  have  been  made  fit 
Houses  which  have  been  put  out  of  use 

Houses  not  accounted  for  but  in  respect  of  which 
no  further  action  is  required 


26 

26 

6 

1 

59 


36 

27 

7 

1 


71 


Tlie  number  of  working 


class  houses  in  the  area  is  1,556. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1936.— Part  IV.— Overcrowding. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year — 42. 
Number  of  families  dwelling  therein — 42. 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein — 251. 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year — Nil. 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year — 7. 
Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases — 41. 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  again 

become  overcrowded  after  the  L.A.  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding — None  known. 

THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

How  many  working  class  houses,  as  defined  by  the  Act,  have  you  in  your 
area  ? — 1556. 

Section  4. 

Have  all  rent  books  the  name  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  inscribed 
thenein,  or  has  the  name  and  address  been  delivered  to  the  tenants 
in  writing  in  cases  where  no  rent  book  is  in  use  ? — No. 

Section  5 . 

Is  the  routine  inspection  of  houses  being  satisfactorily  carried  out  and 
are  records  being  kept  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Minister  may 
prescribe  ?  P.S. — This  question  refers  to  routine  inspection  and 

not  to  casual  visits  on  receipt  of  complaints. — -Yes. 

Section  6. 

Have  you  in  force  bye-laws  relating  to  working  class  houses,  and  if 
so  will  you  pleace  send  me  a  copy  ? — The  e  are  being  prepared. 

Sections  9  and  10. 

In  the  case  of  your  Authority  serving  a  notice  on  the  owner  to  rejmir 
an  insanitary  house,  what  is  the  usual  length  of  time  which  you 
give  him,  and  in  how  many  cases  has  the  owner  not  complied  ? — • 
Varies.  Six  weeks  or  more,  dependent  on  circumstances. 

Section  11. 

When  your  Authority  makes  an  Order  for  the  demolition  of  insanitary 
houses,  what  period  does  it  allow  for  the  demolition  to  be  effected  ? 
Varies.  Sometimes  alternative  accommodation  is  not  ready. 

Section  14. 

Are  any  premises  used  in  contravention  to  an^  Order  made  by  your 
Authority  under  this  Section  ? — Yes,  one  which  is  under  considera¬ 
tion  . 

Section  18. 

Has  your  Authority  ever  taken  advantage  of  this  Section  to  make  a 
removal  allowance  for  a  person  displaced  by  this  Order  ? — No.  No 
applications  received. 

Section  23. 

This  refers  to  caravans,  etc.  Has  advantage  been  taken  of  this  section 
relating  to  such  dwellings  ? — No. 

Section  57  (Schedule  5). 

(a)  In  the  course  of  your  investigations  how  many  houses  have  you 

found  to  be  overcrowded  ? — 49. 

(b)  How  many  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  remedied  ? — 7. 

(c)  How  many  houses  remained  overcrowded  on  31st  December,  1937  ? — • 

42.  These  are  being  dealt  with,  programme  submitted  to 

Ministry. 

Section  59. 

How  many  landlords  have  been 

(a)  Notified  of  overcrowding  ? — None,  formally. 

(b)  Convicted — Nil. 

Section  62. 

Do  all  or  tlie  majority  of  rent  books  contain  a  summary  of  accommoda¬ 
tion  as  set  out  in  this  Section  ? — No. 

Section  64. 

How  many  landlords  have  informed  the  Authority  that  their  premises 
aie  overcrowded? — -Nil. 
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Housing  Acts,  1925-35,  Provisions  corresponding  to  the  following  section  in 

the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

SECTION  11.— DEMOLITION  OF  IN.-ANITARY  HOUSES. 

Return  of  houses  dealt  with  since  1st  January,  1934. 


Date  of 
Demolition 

Name  of  Parish  and  Situation 
of  Unfit  House 

Number  of 
persons 

Date 

House 

Date  house 
actually 

Remarks. 

Order 

displaced 

Closed 

demolished 

Abbotsley. 

13th  Aug.,  1936 

Back  Street 

1 

13-8-36 

30-9-36 

High  Street 

3 

1-9-36 

9th  April,  1935 

— 

9-4-35 

undertaking 

25th  Mar.,  1937 

•  ^ 

Back  Street 

5 

9  9 

subject  to 

completion 

of  new  houses 

8th  Nov.,  1937 

Potton  Road 

_ 

8  11-37 

10th  Dec  ,  1937 

Top  Lane  l3  houses) 

4 

Buckden. 

8th  Jan.,  1931 

.'^ilver  Street  (7  houses) 

Nil 

8-1-34 

Aug.,  1937 

13th  April,  1935 

Hardwick  Lane 

5 

11-10-35 

15-11-35 

Catworth 

30th  Jan.,  1936 

High  Street  (6  houses) 

3 

31-3-36 

30-6-36 

29th  July.  1937 

,,  (2  houses) 

3 

16-2-38 

undertaking 

5 

9-11-37 

8-12-37 

8th  Nov.,  1937 

,,  (2  houses) 

pr 

1 

6-2  38 

In  course  of 

demolition 

Hail  Weston. 

3  st  Jan.,  1935 

High  >treet 

2 

31-1-35 

3-7-35 

4th  Mar.,  1937 

Near  the  Church 

Demolition 

awaiting  ere 

ction  of  houses  to 

9th  July,  1937 

High  ^treet 

7  1 

re-house 

people  to  b 

e  displaced.  (The 

11th  Oct..  1937 

Chapel  Yard 

i  f 

houses  a 

re  partially 

completed). 

9  9 

Kimbolton. 

15th  Aug.,  19 ■-*5 

St.  Andrew’s  Lane 

Nil 

15-8-35 

18-9-35 

3rd  Dec.,  1936 

Costin’s  Yard 

2 

6 

Nil 

1-9-37 

30-9-37 

99 

9  9 

9* 

99 

Demolition  Orders 

31st  Dec.,  1937 

East  Street 

1 

to  be  enforced 

”  1 

««  r 

when  houses  pro- 

vided  for  displaced 
people.  'lenders 

28th  Jan.,  1938 

Thrapston  Road.  1 

for  8  advertised. 

Great  Paxton. 

1st  Oct.,  1936 

High  Street  (Adam’s 

Nil 

1-10-36 

15-10-36 

Lane) 

weeks  from  date  of 

14th  Oct.,  1937 

6  1 

19-3-38 

Within  six 

2  i 

closing 

14th  Dec.,  1937 

Nil 

Subject  of 

Housing  Ru 

ral  Worker's’  Act 

Little  Paxton. 

t 

18th  Oct.  1935 

North  Road 

6 

4-12-35 

undertaking 

Southoe. 

18th  Oct.,  1935 

•  antile  Row  (6  houses) 

20 

31-10-35 

14-1  1-35 

21st  May,  j936 

Church  Farm 

6 

13-8-36 

20-9-36 

Staughton,  Great. 

tive  accommodation 

10th  Dec.,  1937 

The  Highway  (2  houses) 

2 

Subject  to 

date  alterna 

found 

8th  Nov.,  1937 

The  Green 

6 

12-3-38 

Within  6  w 

eeks  of  closing  date 

1.5th  Dec,,  1937 

West  Perry 

Nil 

15-12-37 

undertaking 

eeks  of  closing  date 

1st  Feb,  1938 

'1  he  Green 

2 

12-;s-38 

Within  6  w 

•  9 

o 

Subject  to 

alternative 

accommodatioir 

Tilbrook. 

4th  Mar.,  1935 

High  Street 

Nil 

4-3-35 

1-2-36 

Waresley. 

o  re-house,  then 

10th  Nov.,  1937 

Gamlingay  Road 

8 

Houses  to 

be  erected  t 

demoliti 

on  will  be 

effected 

Yelling. 

28th  Feb.,  1935 

Near  F> lends  Farm 

1  1 

se  of  erection  to  re- 

Near  The  Forge 

2  1 

8  houses 

now  in  cour 

Church  End 

4  [ 

house,  t 

hen  demoliti 

on  will  be  effected 

* 

9  1 

4  ^ 

1 
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Housing  Acts,  1925-35,  Provisions  corresponding  to  the  following  section  in 

the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

SECTION  25.— CLEARANCE  AREAS. 

Return  of  houses  dealt  with  since  1st  January,  1934. 

No  action  under  Clearance  Areas. 


Housing  Acts,  1925-35,  Provisions  corresponding  to  the  following  section  in 

the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

SECTION  51.— RETURN  OF  HOUSES  RECONDITIONED  SINCE 

1st  JANUARY,  1930. 

Please  give  particulars  of  any  houses  in  respect  of  which  a  Certificate  has 
been  given  luider  the  provisions  of  Section  55  of  the  Housing  Act,  1935. 


Owner’s  Name 

Tenant’s  Name  and  Situation  of  House 

Period  of 
Certificate 

Remarks 

Ramply,  John 

George  Bowyer 

The  Village,  Southoe 
>>  >♦ 

5  years 

1 1 

)  • 

M  J  * 

*  >  *  * 

» 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1  1 

r 

Reconditioned 
under  Housing 
(Rural  Workers’) 
Act,  1931 

Irons,  W.  J. 

5  >  »  * 

The  Village,  Hail  Weston 

1 1 

Tione  i.ssued 

1 1 

Cranfield,  W.  W. 

(Exors.) 

)>  11 

The  Village,  Southoe 

1  1 

1 

Thurley,  Harry 

The  Village,  Southoe 

1 1 

Ramply,  John  G.  B. 

The  Village,  Little  Paxton 
■  ’  11 

>1 

5  years 

1 1 

Hardy,  Charles 

H  enry 

11 

The  Cranny,  Offord  Cluny 

11  .  , 

11  11 

1  1 

none  issued 

1  * 

Flanders,  Arthur  F. 

Thrapston  Road,  Kimbolton 

•  1 

Ashcroft,  Edward 

The  Village,  Yelling 

11  11 

11  11 

5  years 

♦  1 

Reconditioned 
under  Housing 
(Rural  Workers’) 
Act,  1931 

SECTION  51.  RETURN  OF  HOUSES  RECONDITIONED  SINCE 

1st  JANUARY,  1931. 

NIL 


SECTION  51, 


RETURN  OF  HOUSES  RECONDITIONED  SINCE 
1st  JANUARY,  1934. 


Cardell.  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 
beth 

(now  deceased) 


Church  Lane,  Great  Paxton 

1  *  11 

11  11 

11  11 

7  years 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

11  11 

11  11 

1 1 

1 1 

Return  of  Houses  constructed  by  the  Local  Authority  since  1st  January,  1920. 

(1919  Assisted  Housing  Scheme). 


Parish 

Act  or 
Scheme 

Type  (e.g., 
N.P.  2 

N.P. 3,  etc.) 

Number 
under  each 
heading 

W  eekly 
Kent 

Rates 

Inclusive  Rent 
(if  charged) 

Remarks  (e.g., 
extent  of  Exchequer 
Grant,  if  any) 

1919 

approx 

bbotsley 

( Assisted ) 

P.  3  biedioom 

4 

5/- 

1/6 

Buckden 

do. 

P.  3  bedroom 

6 

V- 

1/8 

Catworth 

do. 

P.  3  bedroom 

4 

51- 

1/6 

Grafham 

do. 

P.  3  bedroom 

4 

5/- 

1/6 

Hail  Weston 

do. 

P.  3  bedroom 

4 

V- 

1/6 

Offord 

A  pproximately 

Cluny 

do. 

P.  3  bedroom 

4 

V- 

1/6 

> 

*'£1.945 

Offord 

per  annum 

Darcy 

do. 

P.  3  bedroom 

4 

'‘1- 

1/8 

on  whole  Scheme 

Paxton. 

Great 

do. 

P.  3  biedroiom 

4 

71- 

1/6 

Southoe 

do. 

P.  3  bedroom 

4 

7/- 

1/6 

Toseland 

do. 

P.  3  bodroiom 

4 

71- 

1/4 

Yelling 

do. 

P.  3  bedroom 

4 

51- 

1/6 

Total . . 

46 

— 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1924. 


Buckden 

1924  Act 

P.  3  bedroom 

1  12 

5/- 

1/8 

N.P.  3  bedroom 

)  12 

3/6 

1/3 

> 

Gransden. 

Great 

do. 

N.P.  3  bedroom 

4 

3/6 

1/2 

Hail  VV eston 

do. 

N.P.  3  bedroom 

8 

3/6 

V- 

Kimbolton 

do. 

P.  3  bedroom 

1  « 

5/- 

1/8 

N.P.  3  bedroom 

/ 

3/6 

1/3 

Offord 

Cluny 

do. 

N.P.  3  bedroom 

4 

3 '6 

1/2 

■» 

Offord 

P.  3  bedroom 

)  4 

5/- 

1/8 

Darcy 

do. 

N.P.  3  bedroom 

/  4 

3/6 

1/3 

Paxton. 

Great 

do. 

N.P.  3  bedroom 

6 

3/6 

v- 

Staughton. 

P.  3  bedroom 

51- 

1/6 

Great 

do. 

N.P.  3  bedroom 

1  4 

3/6 

1/2 

Yelling 

do. 

P.  3  bedroom 

''  4 

5/- 

1/6 

Total 

86 

- - 

4  houses  at  £ 
£9  ...  36 

2  houses  at 

£7/10/-...  15 

34  houses  at 

£12/10/-...  425 
46  houses  at 

£11  ...  506 

86  £982 


The  larger  subsi  dies 
are  in  respect  of 
houses  completed 
prior  to  Sept.,  1937, 
the  smaller  for 
houses  completed 
after  Sept.,  1937. 


Housing  Act,  1936  (Slum  Clearance  (1930),  Overcrowding  (1935). 


A  bbotsley 

1936  Act 

N.P.  3  bedroom 

Paxton, 

do. 

P.  4  bedroom 

Great 

P.  3  bedroom 

Southoe 

1930  Act 

N.P.  3  bedroom 

Staughton, 

1936  Act 

P.  4  bedroom 

Great 

P.  3  bedroom 

N.P.  3  bedroom 

Slum  Clearance. 


4/- 

1/6 

£2-10-0  per  person 
displaced 

6/- 

1/9 

£8  per  house  (over¬ 
crowding) 

5/- 

1/4 

£2-10-0  per  person 
displaced 

Slum  Clearance 

4/- 

1/3 

£2  10-0  per  person 
displaced 

Slum  Clearance. 

6/- 

1/9 

£8  per  house  (over¬ 
crowding) 

5/3 

1/6 

£8  one  house,  £2-10 
per  person  (over¬ 
crowding) 

4/- 

1/3 

do.  do. 

There  are  8  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  Yelling — N.P.  2  (2),  N.P.  3  (2),  P.  3  (2),  P.  4  (2).  for 
Overcrowding  and  Slum  Clearance.  (Grants  £8  per  house  (Overcrowding  and  £2-10-0  per  person 
displaced  Slum  Clearance), 

There  are  4  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  Hail  Weston— P.  3  (2),  P.  4  (2),  for  Slum  Clearance. 
Grants  £ 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


MILK. 

The  MiUc  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  is  conscientiously  administeired. 

Clean  Milk  Instructions  (vide  report,  1933)  are  still  given  to  eiaoh  cow- 
keeper  and  found  to  be  useful. 

Samples  of  milk  are  taken  when  considered  advisiable  and  sent  to  the 
School  of  Agriculture  at  Cambridge  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  veterinary  examination  of  the  animals  is  performed  by  the  officer 
appointed  by  the  County  Council. 


MEAT. 

The  Meat  Inspectors  invariably  report  that  everything  is  satisfactory. 
The  shops,  slaughter  houses  and  vans  are  also  keot  under  constant  super¬ 
vision  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  (M.O.H.). 

CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD. 

Nothing  has  been  needed.  If  necessary,  samples  would  have  been  sent 
to  Dr.  Henwood  Harvey,  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  37,^  Green  Street, 
Cambridge,  or  to  Mr.  S.  Greenberg,  Public  Analyst,  Cambridge. 


NUTRITION 

No  steps  towards  dissemination  of  knowledge  have  been  taken  with 
the  exception  of  some  voluntary  lectures  to  the  Voluntary  Aid  Detachment 
(20  Hunts.). 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned 

during 

the  year 

ending 

31st  Dec., 

,  1937— 

Cattle 

excluding 

Sheep  and 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves 

Lambs. 

Pigs . 

Number  kUled  Approx 

.  1250 

— 

150 

2000 

2000 

Number  inspected — 

Routine  25  “/o  of  total 

All  diseases,  except  Tuberculosis, 
whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
w  as  CO  nd em  ned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  tbe  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only,  whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of_  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  Tuberculosis  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.08 

(Signed)  J. 

BISHOP  YOUNG,  F.R.C.V.S., 

F.R.S.I. 
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Carcasef?  iaspected  and  condemned  during’  tlie  year  ending"  31st  Dec.,  1937 — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Sheep  and 
Calves.  Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

214 

NU 

NU 

797 

563 

Number  inspected — All  above  were 
either  seen  as  carcases  in  the  shops 
or  slaughter  houses  on  weekly  aiid 
other  inspections 

All  diseases,  except  Tuberculosis, 
whole  carcase  condemned 

2  at 

Mr.  Wilmer’e 
(Cuchexiaand  badly  bled) 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cuchexia 

1067®/o 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only,  whole  carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(Signed)  E.  STOKOE,  M.E.C.V.S. 


TAKEN  FROM  ORDERS  OF  THE  MINISTER  OF  AGRICULTURE. 

Precautions  to  be  adopted  in  regard  to  certain  Animal  Foodstuffs. 

(1)  Every  persion  having  in  his^  posi-ession  or  under  his  charge — 

(a)  any  meat,  bones,  offal  or  other  part  of  the  carcase  of  an 
animal;  or 

(b)  any  swill;  or 

(c)  any  other  broken  or  waste  fooidetuffs  which  have  been  in 
contact  with  meat,  bones,  offal  or  other  part  of  the  carcase 
of  an  animal, 

shall  cause  such  articles  to  be  boiled  before  they  are  fed  to  animals,  and 
until  they  are  so  boiled,  shall  keep  the  articles  so  that  no  animal  shall 
have  access  thereto. 


Meat  Cloths,  Wrappings,  etc. 

(1)  No  cloth,  wrapping,  sacking  or  other  material  which  has  been  used 
for  or  in  connection  with  the  wrapping  of  meat,  meat  products,  offals,  or 
other  part  of  a  carcase  shall  be  brought  into  contact  with  any  animal  in 
Great'  Britain,  unless  and  until  it  has  been  boiled  or  otherwise  thoroughly 
sterilised  after  being  so  used. 

(2)  No  box,  crate,  basket,  or  other  receptacle  which  has  been  used  for 

or  in  connection  with  the  carriage  of  meat,  meat  products,  offals,  or 
other  parts  of  a  rarcase  (not  being  cooked  or  preserved  meats  or  meat 

essences)  shall  be  brought  into  contact  with  any  animal  in  Great  Britain. 

• 

Hay  and  Straw  used  as  Packing  Material. 

(1)  No  hay  or  straw,  from  any  source,  which  has  been  used  for  packing 
purposes,  shall  be  brought  into  contact  with  any  animal  in  Gi’eat  Britain, 

or  be  removed  from  any  nremises,  except  used  as  packing,  or  for  the 

purposes  of  destruction.  Hay  or  straw  which  has  been  used  for  packing 
purposes,  if  not  so  med  again,  shall  be  destroyed. 

Trees,  shrubs,  or  otb.er  a.gricultural  products  packed  into  hay  or  straw 
must  not  be  taken  into  any  market  or  sale  yard  where  animals  are  exposed. 

This  notice  has  been  given  to  the  butchers. 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

1.  — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces — 

Number  of  inspections  of  Worksihops  and  Workplaces — 46. 

2.  — Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces — 

Want  of  cleanliness — 

Number  of  defects  found — 5. 

Number  of  defects  remedied — 5. 

Number  of  defects  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector — Nil. 

Number  of  offences  in  respect  of  which  Prosecutions  were  instituted 
—Nil. 

Buckden. — Brown  (hosiery),  Andrew  (baker),  Papworth  (baker),  Robinson 
(motor  works). 

Great  Paxton. — Moore  (baker). 

Great  Gransden. — Hyde  (baker),  Spencer  (baker),  Collins  Bros,  (motor 
works). 

Great  Staughton. — Harding  (baker),  Wimpress  (baker). 

Offord  Darcy. — Burton  (baker). 

Kimbolton. — Abington  (tailors),  Hall  (baker),  Empson  (baker),  Queenby 
Bros,  (millers). 

Waresley. — Baker  (poultry  appliance  manufacturer). 

Catworth. — Salisbury  (baker).  Bridge  (baker). 

Total  Factories  and  Workshops — 18. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS  ORDERS 

Dairymen,  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  (Milk  Sellers) — 

Number  in  district — 65. 

Number  registered — 65. 

Number  of  inspection®  of  premises — 230. 

Number  of  inspection®  during  milking  time — 27. 

Number  of  premise®  requiring  whitewashing,  cleansing,  etc. — 11. 
Number  in  which  requirements  of  Sanitary  Authority  were  carried  out — 11. 
Number  of  premise®  requiring  structural  or  sanitary  improvements — 12. 
Number  in  which  requirements  of  Sanitary  Authority  were  carried  out — 12. 
Have  Regulations  been  adopted  ? — Yes. 

Dairymen,  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyor®  of  Milk  (Butter  and  Cheese  Makers) — ■ 
Number  in  district — 65. 

Number  of  inspections  of  premises — 230. 

W.  BRUCE,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

List  of  Registered  Cowkeepers. 

Abbotsley.- — Flint,  Wisson,  Wisson  and  Radford. 

Buckden. — Cook,  Mann,  Mann,  Milner,  Stocker,  Smith. 

Catworth. — Ives,  Cook,  Strangward,  Salisbury. 

Graf  ham. — Odell,  King,  Horsford  and  Hart. 

Great  Gransden.— Anrell,  Payne  and  Son,  Upchurch,  Searle. 

Hail  Weston. — Arnold,  Bruce,  Jake®. 

Kimbolton. — Bas®,  Hall,  Duke  of  Mancheste’*,  Sdbay. 

Offord  Cluny  and  Offord  Darcy. — Dudley,  Gill,  Priestley. 

Great  Paxton. — Oardell,  Edwards  (Brawn  purveyor),  Tliomason. 

Great  Staughton. — Day,  Peck,  Brown  and  Topham. 

Stonely. — Bayes,  Parratt,  Saunders,  Woodham,  Boyd  Bros. 

Soutboc . — Thurley . 

Perrj^ — Balter,  Hawkins,  Topham,  Johnson  and  Horne. 

Stow . — Horsford,  Elliot . 

Tetw orth  .—Seward ,  Plowkin s . 

Toseland. — Topham.  ’  . 
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Tilbrook. — Higg-ias,  Lilley, 

Warosley . — Sharp . 

Yelling. — Farr  Bros.,  Norman,  Melbourne. 

St.  Neots. — Love’©  Farm,  near  railway  bridge,  Hinsby. 

Covington. — Williams,  Saundere  and  Britten. 

Total  Registered  Cowkeepersi — 64. 

List  of  Slaughter  Houses. 

Abbotsley . — Wisson . 

Buckden. — Peck,  Buokden  Farmers. 

Catworth . — Brown. 

Kim  bol  ton . — Whiteman ,  Hellett . 

Great  Staughton. — Brewitt,  Willmer. 

Off ord  Darcy . — Stocker . 

Great  Gransden. — Whittet,  Crane. 

Sou  th  oe .  — Th  u  rl  ey . 

Yel  1  i  ng . — S  toe  k  er . 

Total  Slaughter  Housies — 13. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and 

other  Disease. 


During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1937,  altogether  21  cases  of 


Infectious  Dbease  were  notified,  viz.:  — 

Total  CasieS‘ 

Admitted  to 

Treated 

Disease. 

Notified. 

Hospital . 

at  Home. 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

3 

2 

Diphtheria 

4 

4 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

6 

0 

6 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pulmonary  Tubercle 
Non-Pulmonary  Tubercle 

1 

3 

1 

21 

0 

1 

One  blood  was  sent  to  the  laboratory  to  be  examined  for  Enteric.  The 
result  was  negative. 

Nine  “soutumsi”  were  examined  for  Tubercle  Bacilli.  Eight  were 
negative  and  one  positive. 

Seven  ‘‘swabs  from  throat'!”  were  examined  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli. 
Six  were  negative  and  one  positive. 

No  case  of  orimary  ot-  re-vaeciuation  has  been  performed  by  me  as 
M.O.TT.  under  the  Small  Pox  P.H.  Reg's.,  1917. 

SCHOOLS. 

Tilbrook  (C.  of  E.)  was  closed  from  January  5th  to  January  19th. — 
MeasleS’. 

Grafhiam  (Council)  was  closed  from  8th  January  to  16th  February. — 
Influenza  and  Measles. 

Great  Staughton  (Council)  was  closed  from  11th  January  to  26th 
January — Influenza;  24th  Mav  to  8th  June — Measles. 

Plail  Weston  (C.  of  E.)  wa©  closed  from  21st  January  to  4th 
February — Influenza . 

Great  Paxton  (C.'  of  E.)  was  closed  from  24th  May  to  8th  June — 
Measles. 

Offord  D’Arcy  (Council)  was  closed  from  15th  November  to  end  of 
C  h  r  i  st  m  as  h  ol  id  ay —Men  s  1  e© . 

VERMINOUS  PERSONS. 

There  has  been  no  need  to  disinfect  any  verminous  persons  or  their 
belongings. 
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ARTIFICIAL  IMMUNIZATION. 

In  June,  1927,  my  Council  autliorised  me  to  supply  free  of  co.st  to  any 
registered  medical  practitioner  in  their  district  the  necessary  material  for 
for  Schick,  Dick  or  other  recognized  tests  and  to  supply  also  free  of  cost 
immunizing  material  against  Enteric,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  etc.,  their 
only  restriction  being  that  the  Practitioner  should  work  in  conjunction  with 
their  M.O.H.  Very  little  advantage  has  been  taken  of  this  concession. 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  or  needed  under  Se:'.  6o  P.H.A.,  1925. 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

Three  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year, 
viz.,  1  male  aet  20,  1  male  aet  32  and  1  female  aet  54.  One  ease  of  Non- 
Pulmonary  was  also  notified- — female  aet  13. 

I  do  not  think  that  there  are  any  unnotified  cases  of  Tuberculosis  resi¬ 
dent  in  the  district. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  there  are  no  persons  afflictt^ 
with  tuberculosis  engaged  in  the  milk  business  (or  any  food  business)  in 
the  district. 

One  ^  person  afflicted  with  tuberculosis  was  admitted  to  Papworth 
Sanatorium  and  three  were  discharged.  One  woman  with  a  tubercular 
ankle  was  admitted  to  Mnnfi'eld  Orthopaedic  Sanatorium  during  the  year. 

Three  deaths  attributable  to  tubercle  were  recorded,  viz.,  1  female  aet 
13  years  (non-pulmonary),  2  males  aet  31  and  32  years  (pulmonary). 

On  31st  December,  1937,  my  register  showed  65  cases  of  Pulmonary 
(M.  36  and  F.  29)  and  31  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (M.  18 
and  F.  13). 


Air  Raid  Precautions. 

The  St.  Neots  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  have  combined  and  formed 
a  Joint  Committee  for  A.R.P.  purposes. 

DIRECTING  AUTHORITY.— The  Diiecting  Authority  is  the  Hunts, 
County  Council  A.R.P.  Executive  Conmittee  (Central  Committee). 

CHAIRMAN.— Sir  John  Scott,  K.B.E.,  C.M.G. 

HON.  SECRETARY.— Surgeon  Commander  A.  S.  G.  Bell,  R.N.,  D.L. 

_  DIVISIONAL  COMMITTEE.— The  St.  Neots  Urban  and  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict  Councils. 

THEIR  DPTTIES. — To  organise  and  exercis,e  control  over  all  A.R.P. 
Services  and  more  espe'^ tally  at  once  to  appoint  a  Divisional  Director, 
two  Deputy  Divisional  Directors,  a  Divisional  Transport  Officer,  Divisional 
two  Deputy  Divisional  Directors',  a  Divisional  Transport  Officer  and 
Divisional  Enrolment  Officer;  to  enrol  the  requisite  personnel;  to  arrange 
classes  for  their  instruction;  to  apply  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Surgeoiii 
Commander  Bell)  for  qualified  lecturers;  to  ear-mark  buildings  for  First 
Aid  Posts',  Public  Slielters  and  Storage  of  Equipment. 

DIVISIONAL  DIRECTOR.— Walter  Sabey,  Esq.,  Ford  House,  St.  Neots. 
Tel.  St.  Neots  17. 

DIVISIONAL  TRANSPORT  OFFICER.— Mr.  Shaw,  Phoenix  Plouse, 
St.  Neots. 

For  St.  Neots  and  Eyneshury  it  is  propoed  to  enrol  36  Air  Raid 
Wardens,  18  Fire  Wardens',  1  Rescue  Party  consisting  of  8  men,  2 
Ambulance  Parties  conisisting  of  4  men  and  2  women  in  each  (12),  2 
First  Aid  Posts  (30  women  and  5  men  in  each,  70),  total  personnel  required 
- — Men  90,  women  64,  total  154. 

For  Buckden:  2  Head  Air  Raid  Wardens,  8  Air  Wardens,  6  Fire 
Wardens,  1  Combined  Ambulance  and  Rescue  PaHy  (6  mei  and  2  women), 
2  small  First  Aid  Posts  (1  min  and  5  women  in  each),  total  36. 

Kimbolton:  2  Head  Air  Raid  Wardens,  8  Air  Wardens,  6  Fire  Wardens, 
1  Combined  Ambulance  and  Rescue  Party  (6  men  ’and  2  women)  and  a 
First  Aid  Post  (30  women  and  5  men),  total  59. 

Great  Staughton:  2  Head  Air  Raid  Wardens,  4  Air  Raid  Wardens, 
6  Fire  AVardens,  1  Combined  Ambulante  and  Rescue  Party  (6  men  and  2 
women)  and  1  small  First  Aid  Post  (1  man  and  5  women),  total  26. 

The  Offords. — 2  Head  Air  Raid  Wardens  and  4  Air  Raid  Wardens,  6 
Fire  Wardens,  1  Combined  Ambulanc'e  ancl  Re-^cue  Party  (6  men  and  2 
women).  First  Aid  Post  (6),  tol^al  26. 
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St.  N'0Ofcs. — 17  women  and  17  men  have  ohtained  the  B.R.C.S.  let 
Certificate  in  Anti-gas’  Measures.  5  women  have  obtained  the  2Tijd 
Certificate  also. 

Buclcden. — 15  Certificates  have  been  g-ranted. 

G-reat  Staughton. — 12  Certificates  granted. 

Kimbolton. — 18  Certificates  granted. 

Once  again  I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  and  gratitude  for 
their  invariable  courtesy  and  ready  help  to  my  colleagues,  Mr.  John  Ennals 
(Clerk),  the  Meat  Inspectors  (Mr.  Stokoe  and  Mr.  Young),  the  Engineer 
(Mr.  Beddow),  the^  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Bruce),  as  well  as  to  the 
Chairman  and  individual  Members  of  the  Council . 

EDWARD  J.  CROSS. 

St.  Neots. 


Monthly  Reports. 


28th!  January,  1937. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — Three  cases  of  Pneumonia,  one  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  one  Tubercular  Peritonitis  have  been  notified  during  the 
current  month. 

The  following  Schools  have  been  closed: — 

Tilbrook  C.E.:  January  5th  to  January  19th,  coughs  and  colds. 

Grafham  Council:  January  8th  to  January  26th,  influenza. 

Great  Staughton  Council:  January  11th  to  January  26th,  influenza. 

Hail  Weston  C.E.:  January  21st  to  February  4th,  influenza. 

Grafham  Council:  January  26th  to  February  2nd,  influenza  and 
measles . 

ANTHRAX. — The  Police  reported  a  case  on  Mr.  William  Bowles’  Farm 
at  Little  Paxton  (25th  January,  1937). 

HOUSING.- — The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I  inspected  Mr.  Thompson’s 
houses  at  Buckden.  One  back  room  in  each  house,  owing  to  the 
sloping  wall,  has  less  than  50  sqTiare  feet  available  floor  space,  and, 
therefore,  must  not  be  inhabited  (Table  II,  Mem.  B.,  H.A.,  1935).  Con¬ 
sequently  these  houses  have  only  one  bedroom  and  I  presiume  can 
only  command  a  small  rent,  therefore  I  fail  to  see  how  they  can  be 
ibrought  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the  Ministry  at  a  reasonablej 
cost. 

MR.  ASHCROFT’S  HOUSES.— Mr.  Ashcroft  ha«  spent  a  considerable 
amount  of  money  on  these  houses.  Owing  to  the  sloping  walls,  the 
upstair  roomsi  have  only  about  70  square  feet  of  available  floor  space, 
and,  therefore,  should  only  ac<^ommodate  one  adult  or  two  children 
under  10  years  of  age.  In  Mrs.  Todd’s  house  the  bottom  stair  is 
broken  and  the  bedroom  window  lets  the  rain  in.  When  these  minor 
defects  are  remedied  I  think  Mr.  Ashcroft  is  entitled  to  the  oei-tifieatei 
under  paragraph  55,  H.A.,  1935. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Reports  herewith. 


25th  February,  1937. 

MR.  FRESHWATER’S  HOUSES  AT  ABBOTSLEY.— It  is  not  in  my 
power  to  prepare  a  “Builder’s  specification”  of  the  repairs  _  necessary 
to  bring  this  house  up  to  the  requirements^  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  The  sitting  rooms  are  barely  6  ft.  in  height.  Owing  to 
the  sloping  walls,  the  bedrooms  have  at  the_  most  90  square  feet  of 
floor  space,  and,  therefore,  may  only  be  occupied  by  one  adult  and  one 
child  (under  10  years)  (Mem.^  B.  H.A.,  1935,  Table  II).  No  iiepairs 
will  alter  this.  In  my  opinion,  new  wallsi,  new  roof,  new  chimney, 
stack,  new  floors,  new  staircases,  new  doors  and  windows,  new  fireplaces, 
new  lavatory  and  a  new  food  store  are  required.  I  do  not  think  that 
this  can  be  done  at  a  reasonable  expense.  May  I  once  again  point  out 
that  the  onus  of  saying  what  he  is  prepared  to  do  is  placed  upon  the 
owner  and  that  it  is  for  this  Council  to  consider  his  suggestions 
(H.A.,  1936,  para.  II). 
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THE  COUNCIL’S  COTTAGES,  Lea’s  Lane,  SoutLoe.— Mr.  Ennale  has 
handed  me  the  attached  letter  and  asked  for  my  remarks.  The  H.A., 
1925,  Part  I,  para.  I,  distinctly  states  that  the  house  will  be  kept  by 
the  landlord  during-  the  tenancy  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation.  Therefore  I  am  inclined  to  thiok  that  you  would  be  liable 
in  the  case  of  any  illness  directly  attributable  to  dampness  or  bad 
drains,  but,  of  course,  I  cannot  give  legal  advice.  I  do  not  think  it 
would  have  been  possible  to  select  a  more  unsuitable  building  site. 
In  wet  weather  it  is  always  water-logged.  A  Southoe  inhabitant  net 
80  years  tells  me  that  it  is  always  flooded  in  very  heavy  rains.  On 
Saturday,  February  13th,  the  water  in  the  garden  stood  about  1  inch 
from  the  surface.  Mr.  Bruce  tells  me  that  it  is  possible  to^  get  a 
fall  of  about  two  feet  by  carrying  a  drain  in  a  north-easterly  direction, 
for  about  180  yards  into  the  ditch.  I  think  that  this*  suggestion  should 
receive  careful  oonsideration.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  somewhat  curiousi 
that  the  law  C'Ompels  one  to  exercise  more  care  in  selecting  a  site  foa* 
a  cemetery  in  which  one  expects  to  ^be  buried  than  in  selecting  a,  site 
for  a  house  in  which  one  hopeis  to  live. 

GREAT  GRANSDEN. — The  water  from  this  pump  now  contains  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  iron  which  is  probably  derived  from  the  new  pipe 
which  has  recentlj'  been  put  in.  Tlrere  was  no  trace  of  iron  in  the 
water  when  I  last  analyced  it  (11-8-27). 

25th  March,  1937. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — No  case  has  been  notified  since  your  last 
meeting. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. — Reports  herewith. 

HOUSING. — Mr.  Ashcroft’s  Cottages  at  Yelling. — The  roof  over  the  back 
room  in  Mi*.  Hill’s  house  let  a  little  water  in  and  the  ceiling  was  damp 
when  I  inspected  it  on  March  9th.  Othei'wise  everythiag  was  in 
order,  and  I  consider  tliat  Mr.  Ashcroft  is  now  entitled  to  a  ceitificate 
and  suggest  a  period  of  seven  years  (H.A.,  1936,  para.  51  (3)  ). 

Mrs.  Harris’  house  at  Hail  Weston  occupied  by  Mr.  Barnett. — I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  this  house  is  “capable  of  repair  at  a  reasonable 
expense,”  but  it  will  need  a  _  considerable  expenditure.  I  suggest  that 
Mrs.  Harris  be  given  the  option  of  “Mending  it  or  ending  it.” 

No.  6,  Crown  Gardens,  Hail  Weston. — I  received  the  attached  letter.  On 
March  22nd  there  was  quite  18  ins.  of  water  in  the  garden  close  to 
the^  door.  As  the  night  soil  is_  buried  in  the  garden  this  water  is 
positively  dangerous  and  there  is  great  risk  of  well  pollution.  The 

H,A_..  1930.  para.  6.  requires  the  owner  “to  keep  all  means  of  drain¬ 

age  in  good_  repair”  ;  therefore,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  Council 
would  be  liable  if  any  outbreak  attributable  to  bad  drainage,  e.g.. 
Enteric  Fever,  should  occur.  This  site,  like  the  one  at  Southoe,  will 

be  very  difficult  and  expensive  to  drain,,  but  I  think  that  it  must  be 

done . 


22nd  April,  1937. 

INFECTIOUS ^  DISEASE.— A  case  of  Enteric  Fever  (Mr.  Foulds,  Dilling- 
ton.  Captain  Duberly’s  Gamekeeper),  was  notified  by  Dr.  Ellis  and 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  I  am  unable  to  detect  the  source 
of  infection.  ^  I  analysed  tlie  drinking  water  which  I  found  very  good. 
Report  herewith. 

HOUSING. — On  Tuesday,  April  13th,  three  Inspectors  from  the  Ministry 
came  down  and,  together  with  Mr.  Smith,  Dr.  Moss  Blundell,  the 
County  Surveyor,  Mr.  Ennals  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  we  visited 
Abbotsley,  Waresley,  Great  Gransden,  Yelling  and  Southoe. 

I  have  visited^  the  proposed  site  for  Mr.  Reynolds’  house  at  Southoe. 
I  consider  it  too  cramped.  If  a  house  is  built  on  the  ground  where 
the  old  yard  was,  it  will  keep  all  the  light  and  air  out  of  the  south 
windows  of  Mr.  Ramply’e  adjoining  cottages.  Further  from  tlie  road, 
night  soil  has  been  buried  for  many  years  and  the  whole  site  would 
be_  very  difficult  to  drain.  My  advice  is  not  to  allow  this  site  to  be 
built  upon. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION.— Reports  herewith. 

20th  May,  1937. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — No  case  has  been  notified  since  your  last 
Meeting. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. — Reports  herewith. 

HOUSING. — Catworth. — Two  cottages  in  Church  Lane  belonging  to  Mr. 
Pashler  are,  in  _my  opinion,  incapable  of  repair  at  a  reasonable  expense; 
also  the  house  in  the  main  street  owned  by  Mr.  Cook  and  occupied  by 
Mrs.  Fox,  and  the  adjoining  derelict  cottage. 

Southoe. — The  house  owned  by  Mr.  Thurley  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Eaton 
although  in  fair  repair  is  very  damp,  it  has  no  food  store,  the  floor 
of  the  sitting  rooms  is  about  12  ins.  below  the  level  of  the^  ground, 
the  rooms  are  barely  7  ft.  in  height.  Tire  bedrooms  have  sloning  walls 
and  the  height  (maximum)  is  less  than  7  ft.,  and  owing  to  the  sloping 
walls  the  upstairs  rooms  have  only  about  70  square  ft.  available  floor 
space.  In  view  of  the  remarks  of  the  Inspector,  I  do  not  think  3^u  cam 
avoid  dealing  with  this  house  as  ‘‘incapable  of  repair  at  a  reasonable 
expense.” 


17th  June,  1937. 

STA'nSTICS. — Seven  births  and  seven  deaths  were  recorded  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  during  the  month  of  May. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — Since  your  last  meeting  one  Ciase  of  Pneumonia 
and  one  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  notified.  The  S.F.  was  detected 
too  late  for  removal  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  to  serve  any  useful 
purpose,  and  is,  therefore,  isolated  at  home. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. — Reports  herewith. 

SANITATION. — The  Ven.  Archdeacon  Knowles  complains  of  the  nuisance 
caused  by  flooding  of  his  garden  and  the  adjoining  road  in  very 
wet  w^eather.  Apparently  there  us.ed  to  be  a  drain  which  took  surface 
water  in  an  easterly  direction  and  this  is  now  blocked.  The  nuisance 
is  aggravated  because  the  drainage  from  Mr.  Cook’s  adjacent  piggeries 
is  also  unable  to  get  away  and  increases  and  pollutes  ^  the  surface 
waters.  This  is  a  matter  which  should  be  attended  to  without  delay. 


HOUSING— 

Toseland. 

The  House  owned  by  Lord  Eltisley  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Fred 
Chandler  and  his  daughter. — There  are^  two  bedrooms,  one  8  ft. 
X  12  ft.  and  the  other  8  ft.  x  14ft.  (sloping  walls).  The  two  down¬ 
stair  rooms  are  only  6  ft.  7  ins.  in  heiglit.  There  is  no  food  store  and 
no  water  supnly  except  a  green  pond.  The  nearest  public  pump  is 
about  400  yards  distant. 

Houses  owned  by  Mrs.  Thos.  Ashcroft,  Elsworth. — No.  1  occupied  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Surkitt;  No.  2  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  Norman, 
Glenys  aet  9  years  and  Erie  Manning  aet  22  years  (overcrowded);  No.  3 
occupied  by  JVIr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Hedge  and  2  girls  aet  5  and  6  years; 
No.  4  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horner  and  infant.  All  these  houses' 
consist  of  four  rooms.  Front  bedroom  is  9  ft.  6  ins.  x  10  ft.  x  6  ft.  7  ins. 
Back  bedroom  is  5  ft.  6  ins.  x  10  ft.  x  6  ft.  7  ins.  The  downstair  rooms 
are  only  about  6  ft.  lin.  in  height.  There  is  no  proper  food  store. 

Houses  owned_  by  Mr,_  T.  Barnes,  Toseland. — One  is  occupied  by  Mr. 
Angelo  Jakinis,  his  wife  and  two  sons  who  are  both  over  20  years.  The 
other  is  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Archie  Gilbert  and  two  boys  under 
10  years.  One  bedroom  is  8ft.  x  14ft.  x  6ft.  Sins.,  the  other  8ft.  x 
6  ft.  6  ins.  X  6  ft.  3  ins.  Although  these  inmates  are  hapny  and  com¬ 
fortable,  I  am  obliged  to  consider  these  houses  as  “incapable  of  repair 
at  a  reasonable  expense,”  i.e.,  made  to  conform  with  the  required 
standard . 

Mr.  Fairey’s  house  occupied  by  Mrs.  Re  veil  is  overcrowded.  There  are 
seven  inmates:  Revell  and  his  wife,  Eric  (16),  Gordon  (13),  Olivia  (12), 
Jean  (10)  and  Stanley  (4).  Myra,  act  15,  has  left  home.  The  house 
needs  some  minor  repairs  and  ventilation  to  the  pantry. 
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Yelling. 

House®  owned  by  Miss  Baxter  and  occupied  by  Geo.  Shepherd  and  Mrs. 
Gatmull.  These  houses  are_  derelict.  The  rooms  are  barely  6  ft.  in 
height.  They  are  certainly  incapable  of  repair  at  a  reasonable  expense. 

The  House  occupied  by  Mr.  and  M^.  Hickman^  Jim,  Jack  and  Ethel  is 
overcrowded  and  needs  some  repairs.  1  think  it  is  capable  of  repair  at 
a  reasonable  expense. 

Mr.  Howlett’s  house  adjoining  the  School  is  derelict  and  incapable  of 
repair  at  a  reasonable  expense. 


Perry. 

The  House  occupied  by  Mr.  Vercombe,_  wife  and  cliild  and  also  a  man  aet 
21  years,  owned  by  Mr.  Hailey,  is,  in  my  opinion,  incapable  of  repair  lat 
a  reasonable  expense.  There  are  three  bedrooms  9  ft.  x  12  ft.  x 
6ft.  Sins.  The  chimney  stack  appears  bo  me  to  be  unsafe  and  the 
thatch  is  bad.  The  whole  building  is  in  a  very  bad  state  of  repair. 

Kimbolton. 

CJostin’s  Yard  is  in  a  worse  state  than  before  demolition.  The  old  _wood 
and  debris  affords  a  harbourage  for  rats  and  should  be  removed  without 
delay . 

The  roof  of  Mr.  Hagan’s  house  in  East  Street  and  also  Mr.  White’s  house 
are,  I  consider,  dangerous. 


Covington. 

The  house  owned  by  Mr.  Measures  and  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox  and 
six  children  aged  14,  13,  11|,  9,  6  and  7  months,  is  badly  overcrowded. 
It  has  two  bedrooms,  one  10  ft.  x  7  ft.  and  the  other  13  ft.  x  9ft.; 
therefore,  the  authorised  number  of  occupants  is  only  three. 

The  adjoining  house  occupied  by  Reg.  Darlow,  wife  and  three  children  is 
also  overcrowded  (children’s  ages  are  9,  6  and  3  years). 

Neither  house  has  a  proper  food  store  and  the  back  sitting  room  windows 
will  not  open. 


12th  August,  1937. 


STATISTICS. — Eight  births  and  four  deaths  were  recorded  in  your  district 
during  the  month  of  July. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — No  case  has  been  notified  since  4th  July. 

TUBERCULOSIS. — I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  is  less  consumption 
in  the  district  than  a  few  years  ago.  The  number  of  oases  increased 
yearly  up  to  1934.  Since  that  date  there  has  been  an  improvement. 
On  31st  March,  1934,  there  were  75  cases  of  pulmonary  and  34  of  non- 
pulmonary,  total  109  on  the  register.  On  31et  March,  1937,  there  were 
62  pulmonary  and  31  non-pulrnonary,  total  93  cases  on  the  register.  The 
notifications  of  fresh  cases  is_  diminishing,  e.g.,  only  three  cases  of 
non-pulmonary  have  been  notified  since  1st  January,  1934,  and  only 
17  cases  of  pulmonary  during  the  same_  period.  In  1932  11  cases  were 
notified^  (pulmonary).  I  attribute  this  improvement  almost  entirely 
to  the  improvement  in  the  milk  supply  and  also  to  the^  supervision  of 
the  meat  supply  and  the  provision  of  better  accommodation  for  storage 
of  food  in  the  pottages.  It  is'  estimated  that  each  case  of  Tuberculosis 
receiving  hospital  or  sanatorium  treatment  costs  the  rate-payers 
approximately  £400  (Natan  Raw,  page  45). 


SANITATION. — I  have  made  another  examination  of  the  water  from  the 
Council’s  houses  at  Grafham  and  found  it  satisfactory  (analysis  attached) . 
The  occupants  have  now  acquired  the  habit  of  boiling  the  water  before 
drinking  it  and  I  have  recommended  them  to  continue  to  do  so  because^ 
as  you  know,  I  mistrust  all  shalloAv  wells. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. — Reports  herewith. 


2nd  September,  1937. 

HOUSING. — In  my  opinion  the  following  houses  should  be  added  to  the 
list  of  houses  considered  incapable  of  repair  at  a  reasonable  expense:  — 
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Great  Paxton. 

Two  houses  belonging-  to  Mrs.  White,  one  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas. 
White,  George  aet  28,  James  26,  William  24  and  Tony  aet  12.  There 
are  only  two  bedrooms,  therefore,  it  is  overcrowded ;  no  food  store  and 
no  sink.  The  front  bedroom  haS'  about  8  ft.  x  12  ft.  available  floor 
space  (eloping  walls).  Floor  is  very  bad.  The  other  house,  occupied 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Brown,  has  no  food  store,  no  sink. 

Great  Paxton. 

Two  houses  in  High  Street  owned  by  Mrs.  Greorge  Matthews  and  occupied 
by  Mr,  Tom  Day  end  Mrs.  Walker. — These  houses  are  in  a  V'ery  bad 
state  of  renair.  The  street  wall  is  bulging.  The  rooms  are  barely 
6  ft.  in  height.  Tliere  is  no  food  store  and  no  sink. 

BYELAWS,  H.A.,  1936,  Para.  6. — ;!  think  that  the  time  has  come  when 
you  should  consider  the  advisability  of  adooting  byelaws  with  respect 
to  housies.  It  would  be  a  great  as'si«tance  to  both  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  myself  if  you  gave  us  some  standard  to  work  to. 

7th  October,  1937. 

STATISTICS. — During  the  quarter  ending  30th  September  twenty  births 
and  thirteen  deaths  were  recorded  in  your  district. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — No  case  was  notified  during  the  month  of 
September. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Eeports  herewith. 

HOUSING. — Mrs.  White’s  Cottages,^  Great  Paxton. — After  careful  inspec¬ 
tion  ^  I  reported  that  in  my  opinion  these  cottages  are  incapable  ^  of 
repair  at  a  reasonable  expense  and  should  be  dealt  with  under  Section 
II,  H.A.,  1936.  The  front  wall  is  bulging.  .If  one  risies  on  one’® 
toes  and  comes'  down  on  one’s  heels  everything  in  the  bedroom  shakes. 
In  view  of  the  heavy  traffic  which  is  constantly  passing,  I  do  not 
consider  these  cottages  safe.  I  have  received  a  letter  from  your  Clerk, 
dated  September  13th,  requesting  me  “to  make  a  detailed  statement  of 
repairs  necessary  to  be  exe'^uted  to  nut  the  two  cottages  in  a  habitable 
state  of  repair.”  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  comply  with  this 
request.  I  can  only  repeat  that  in  my  opinion  these  cottages  are  in¬ 
capable  of  repair  at  a  reasonable  expense.  The  representative  of  the 
Ministry,  ^  when  he  made  his  inspection  on  April  13th,  distinctly^  told 
me  that  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  a  M.O.H.  to  make  out  a  list  of 
builder’s  specifications.  I  certainly  cannot  certify  that  a  house  is  in¬ 
capable  of  repair  and  then  suggest  wliat  repairs  must  be  carried  out. 
Section  II  (2)  distinctly  states  that  it  is  for  the  owner  to  suggest 
and  submit  an  offer  of  what  he  is  prepared  to  do.  Section  15  gives  thiei 
owner  the  option  of  appealing  to  the  County  Court.  I  suggest  that  he 
does  so. 

I  see  no  objection  to  Richardson’s  cottage  being  converted  into  a  bungalow. 
I  think  if  it  is  net  demolished  you  will  loose  the  grant. 

Cat  WORTH. 

I  do  not  consider  that  the  cottages  owned  by  Miss  Ives  and  occupied  by 
Mr.  Allen  and  Miss  Holmes  are  capable  of  repair  at  a  reastonable 

expense.  I  was  unable  to  get  into  Miss  Holmes’  cottage,  but  I  fail  to 

see  how  one  can  be  dealt  with  without  the  other. 

Great  Staugiiton. 

Charity  Cottage,  occupied  by  Mr.  John  Davison,  his  wife^  and  four 
children,  only  contains  two  bedrooms.  Both  have  sloping  walls; 
therefore,  the  available  floor  space  in  one  is  lift,  x  5ft.  and  the 
other  8  ft.  x  5  ft.  (thei’efore  it  should  not  be  used).  It  is  only 

possible  to  get  one  bed  in  each  room;  therefore,  the  boy  aged  13 

and  the  girl  aged  11  probably  share  the  same  bed. 

Covington. 

I  think  that  Mr.  Higgins’  cowshed  is  satisfactory. 
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4tih  November,  1937. 

STATISTICS. — Six  birtbs  and  one  death  were  recorded  in  your  district 
during  the  month  of  October. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.— No  case  was  notified. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Reports  herewith. 

HOUSING.— Mr.  Ennals^  letter,  18-10-37.— I  think  that  if  the  cottages 
be  demolished  the  inhabitants  will  probably  cease  to  live  in  the  ’buses. 
They  are  certainly  using  the  cottage.  The  whole  place  is  filthy. 

Pigs  are  kept  in  part  of  the  house  occupied  by  Barrett,  but  this  part 
is  cleaner  and  less  offensive  than  the  part  in  which  Barrett  lives. 

The  house  at  tlie  corner  of  London  Lane,  Great  Paxton,  should.  I  consider, 
be  classified  as  incapable  of  repair  at  a  reasionable  expense.  Part  of 
the  front  wall  has  fallen  out,  the  back  wall  is  bad.  the  floor  has 

subsided  near  the  walls  and  the  whole  place  is  very  damp.  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  possible  to  repair  the  thatch,  and  I  should  imagine 
that  new  thatch  would  cost  fT’om  £30  to  £40.  The  building  is  too  big 

for  a  labourer’s  cottage.  If  it  belonged  to  me  I  would  not  spend  one 

penny  on  repairs. 

Great  Gransden  xIlaishouses. 

On  several  previous  occasions  I  have  drawn  your  attention  to  these.  Now 
the  front  wall  has  to  be  keot  up  bv  means  of  a  timber  strut.  The 
inmates  only  pay  6d.  ner  week  for  rent  and  do  not  wish  to  be  removed, 
but  I  fear  that  there  is  no  alternative. 


30th  December,  1937. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — No  case  has  been  notified  since  September  27th. 

HOUSING. — The  houses  on  Great  Staughton  Green,  owned  by  Mr.  B. 
Hawkins  and  occupied  by  Mrs.  Hackett  and  Mr.  Geo.  Measures,  are 
in  a  deplorable  condition.  Both  are  very  damp,  the  floor  being 

about  1  ft.  below  the  surface  level  of  the  road  (probablv  the  road  has 
been  made  up  since  the  houses  we^e  built).  Mrs.  Hackett’s  is  simply 
two  rooms,  one  upstairs  and  one  down  with  a  small  pantry  attached. 
There  is  no  sink,  no  copper  and  no  drains. 

The  four  houses  on  the  Kimbolton-Thrapston  Road  belonging  to  Mr.  R. 
Miller  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Spriggs,  Mrs.  Seekings,  Vacant  and  Mr, 
Childs,  are  equally  bad.  The  rooms  are  barely  6  ft.  in  height,  and 
the  floor  (brick)  is  about  6  inches  below  the  road  level.  In  my  opinion 
these  six  houses  should  be  dealt  with  under  Section  II,  H.A.,  1936. 
I  do  not  think  that  it  is  possible  to  repair  them  at  a  reasonable 
expense . 

May  I  once  again  draw  your  attention  to  paragraphs  4  and  62  of  the  H.A., 
1936.  It  is  now  twelve  months  since_  the  “Appointed  Day”  and  none  of 
the  required  entries  have  been  made  in  the  Rent  Books. 


